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MARCH DATE SET FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON RECYCLING REGULATIONS 


Last month, DEP held six informal workshops around the state to explain the 
proposed regulation relating to Connecticut's Mandatory Recycling Act (P.A. 
87-544) and to describe the program which is being developed to implement 
it. More than 500 people attended the workshops. The formal public hearing 
on the proposed regulation will be held on March 30, 1988, at the Middletown 
Municipal Building, Council Chambers, DeKoven Drive, in Middletown. It will 
begin at 9:30 A.M. and continue through the day, reconvening at 7:30 P.M. 
for an evening session. 


The proposed regulation defines the items which will be required to be 
recycled in Connecticut to achieve its 25% recycling goal by January 1, 
1991. It also contains planning and reporting requirements for 
municipalities and planning requirements for the owners and operators of 
solid waste facilities (see Garbage Gazette, Vol. 6 No. 11, December, 1987) 


The adoption of the recycling regulation will affect everyone who generates 
and disposes of solid waste in CT, so DEP encourages all interested parties 
to express their views in person at the hearing or to submit their comments 
in writing before 4:00 P.M. on Wednesday, April 13, 1988, to Mr. Randall 
May, Hearing Officer, DEP, Water Compliance Unit, 165 Capitol Avenue, 
Hartford, CT 06106. Copies of the regulation may be obtained by calling 
(203) 566-2860 or writing to the Local Assistance and Program Coordination 
Unit, 165 Capitol Ave., Hartford, CT 06106. 


DEP RESIDUE PROGRAM ANNOUNCED 


On February 11, 1988, Commissioner Leslie Carothers announced DEP's plan for 
the management of residues (or ash) from the state's waste-to-energy 
facilities and incinerators. The plan includes: (1) a draft regulation for 
residue testing; (2) proposed rules for special residue disposal facilities; 
and (3) a research program to tailor the testing and disposal program 
specifically to residue from Connnecticut's resource recovery plants and to 
move toward development of beneficial uses for incinerator ash. 


Testing: For the present, the bottom ash (residue from the grates of the 


incinerators) and the fly ash (from the air pollution control devices) will 
be combined and tested in accordance with the EP toxicity test for 
leachability of metals and other qualitative and quantitative tests. Where 
metals content appears to be unusually high, these two residue streams may 
be tested separately. In the future, as testing methodologies are refined 
by Connecticut's own research program (see below) or by the EPA, these 
procedures may be modified. 


Proposed Disposal Rules: At the press conference, Commissioner Carothers 


said, "The residue disposal rules we are proposing today will be stringent 


enough to assure that the metals in ash cannot contaminate our drinking 
water supplies or significantly impair the quality of surface waters." 


The proposed regulation requires that residue and incinerator ash be 
disposed of only in areas which are or can be classified as "GC" under the 
CT Groundwater Quality Classification System. It also imposes a standard of 
Best Available Technology Economically Achievable on any such site, which 


1988 


means that composite liners and collection and treatment systems will be 


required. Standards for permits, construction, operation, record-keeping, 
closure and meentoring are included in the regulation. 


According to the proposed regulation, existing disposal facilities in GC 
areas which hold all required permits or are in compliance with the schedule 
of an abatement order leading to a permit may continue to operate for two 
years without providing liners. Such facilities will have 90 days to file 
an amended plan of operation which provides for disposal utilizing 
monocells, pan lysimeters, and monitoring in conformance with the testing 
regulations. All new disposal facilities, and after two years, all disposal 
facilities must provide the complete technological safeguards required by 


the regulation. A cross section of a typical residue disposal area appears 
below: 
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Research Program: A three-year project will oe undertaken by DEP in 
cooperation with the UConn Environmental Research Institute to develop a 
technical data base on the physical and chemical characteristics and the 
leaching potential of residue from waste-to-energy facilities. Residue 
treatment and reuse alternatives will also be evaluated. For further 
information or copies of the proposed residue disposal regulation, contact 
Randy May (566-2588), DEP, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, 06106. 
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